
SLEEVES ROLLED UP
A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

We have completed another packed season of working with partners to advance the 
circular economy in Indiana. In early May, we co-hosted the Advancing Circularity in 
Indiana Symposium with the Heritage Group and the American Chemical Society. The 
event brought partners together from all over the state and beyond to learn about 
innovators pursuing circular solutions to a plethora of challenges and invited 
attendees to conceptualize Indiana as a leader in the circular economy. 

In the past few months, we’ve upped our game on providing valuable educational 
content to our social media followers while building a robust library of in-depth 
information on our website. You’ve likely seen our Commodities Education Effort 
expand since our kickoff in April; so far we’ve covered paper and glass. We shifted 
to organics this month and we’re just getting warmed up, so don’t miss out.

Speaking of missing out, you didn’t miss out on our first round of Constituent Calls, 
did you? It’s a great opportunity to connect with all Circular Indiana staff in a very 
casual setting. Zoom in and zoom out at your leisure – literally, we host these free, 
members-only events on Zoom. You can get your questions answered, get updates 
on our programs, and explore ways we can help you address your challenges. The 
next round of Constituent Calls is coming later this year so be sure your membership 
is active so that you’ll get the registration link sent directly to your inbox.

We’ve also been speaking to many groups – large and small – about the circular 
economy and Indiana’s incredible opportunity to lead in this space. From the Indiana 
Environmental Managers Group to neighborhood associations and kids participating 
in Climate Camp, we are out spreading the good news that Indiana has so many 
assets to leverage and so much opportunity to grasp. The good work of our partners 

is what inspires us every day to share this message far and wide, as often as we 
can. Later this month, I will be speaking on a panel at the Resource Recycling 
Conference in Austin, TX about the need for state-level collaboration. 

All of this work has one common thread running throughout, and it’s what sets us 
apart and elevates our role in Indiana. We are sharing our expertise to benefit our 
state and advance the circular economy. We gain this expertise because we gather 
insights from our partners, dive in deep to understand the issues, and synthesize the 
opportunities. As the only statewide organization in Indiana focused on helping 
Indiana realize its full potential in the circular economy, we are in the arena with our 
sleeves rolled up, getting to work by tackling the challenges. You’ll see even more 
of this grit in the months to come as we host another Full Circle Event and continue 
building momentum with our partners in Indy and beyond.

Thanks for your continuing support as we pursue Circular Indiana’s mission and our 
shared goals.

Sincerely,

Allyson Mitchell
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

STRATEGIC EV MANAGEMENT ACT
Aimed at managing the end-of-life of the growing electric vehicle sector, the Strategic EV 
Management Act directs federal agencies to find strategies to reuse or recycle EV batteries. 

THE SOLID WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE FOR RECYCLING PROGRAM
As part of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the US Environmental Protection Agency 
is developing a new grant program to fund recycling education and infrastructure improvements. 
The program will provides grants to improve post-consumer materials management and 
infrastructure, support improvements to local post-consumer materials management and 
recycling programs, and assist local waste management authorities in making improvements 
to local waste management systems. 

INDIANA HEA 1226
Circular Indiana recently contributed to new Indiana legislation, House Enrolled Act 1226. The 
bill establishes a Central Indiana Waste Diversion Pilot Project that provides $4 million in 
funding to support recycling infrastructure in Marion County. The Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management (IDEM) is accepting implementation proposals for these funds 
through October 1, 2022. 

 
CALIFORNIA
On June 30, 2022, California passed the nation’s most comprehensive packaging extended 
producer responsibility (EPR) bill, which focuses on plastics and paper types of packaging. 
Packaging producers will pay a packaging fee, which will go into a state fund to help mitigate 
the expense of collecting, sorting, and recycling waste.  In addition to the fund, the bill also 
mandates a 30% plastics recycling rate by 2028 and a 65% plastics recycling rate by 2032. 
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FEDERAL POLICY

AROUND THE NATION

STATE POLICY

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4057/text?r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4057/text?r=1&s=1
https://www.epa.gov/rcra/solid-waste-infrastructure-recycling-grant-program
https://www.in.gov/idem/recycle/central-indiana-waste-diversion-pilot-project/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/california-sb-54-epr-packaging-plastic-newsom-ballot/626413/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202022-06-30%20Breaking%20News:%20Waste%20%5Bissue:42816%5D&utm_term=Waste%20Dive
https://www.wastedive.com/news/california-sb-54-epr-packaging-plastic-newsom-ballot/626413/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202022-06-30%20Breaking%20News:%20Waste%20%5Bissue:42816%5D&utm_term=Waste%20Dive


PROGRAMS UPDATE

The new Circular Indiana license plate is now available

EXISTING IRC LICENSE PLATE HOLDERS: To update your ride with the new Circular Indiana plate, 
you will need to visit a BMV branch in-person and request the updated plate and pay the $9.50 
fee. This is the best way for IRC license plate holders to get the new Circular Indiana plate 
design. It’s quick and easy and your new plate will be mailed directly to you. You can do this 
anytime—you don’t have to wait for your next registration renewal. 

NOT YET A CIRCULAR INDIANA PLATE HOLDER? This is a great way to show your support for 
recycling and the circular economy in Indiana! Visit any BMV branch or go to www.in.gov/bmv/ 
and select the Circular Indiana plate from the specialty plate menu. Your plate purchase 
includes a $25 donation to Circular Indiana to support our education programs. You can do this 
anytime—you don’t have to wait for your next registration renewal.

NEW INDIVIDUAL
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

EVERY DONOR IS NOW A MEMBER
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LICENSE PLATE

Circular Indiana has revamped the way we approach 
individual giving and memberships. To make a more 
meaningful experience for you and to offer different 
levels of engagement, every donor is now a member, 
and we have three membership levels. Check them 
out and decide which is best for you. We are happy to 
chat through any questions you may have.

 Email Cortnee Yarbrough: cortnee@circularindiana.org

SEE NEW MEMBER BENEFITS

mailto: cortnee@circularindiana.org
https://www.in.gov/bmv/
https://www.circularindiana.org/_files/ugd/b18d53_582aa194b1d64015ba732b2a74204a9b.pdf


PARTNER UPDATES
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2022 CLEAN SWEEP EVENT: The Office of Indiana State Chemists at Purdue is holding their 2022 
Clean Sweep Event from August 16 through August 25. The program accepts up to 250 pounds 
of suspended, canceled, banned, unusable, opened, unopened or just unwanted pesticides per 
person for safe disposal. Visit their website for a list of participating drop-off sites and the 
participant information form.

OFFICE OF INDIANA STATE CHEMISTS

The City of Indianapolis recently issued a Request For Information (RFI) related to solid waste 
and recycling. They are seeking information from current and prospective solid waste 
and recyclable hauling, processing, and disposal vendors. This information gathering is in 
preparation for future procurement cycles for the Marion County solid waste program.

In 2025, all current City-County solid waste contracts will expire and must go through a 
new procurement cycle. These contracts range from partnerships at local landfills, to solid 
waste and recyclables processing, to solid waste and recyclables hauling. This is an exciting 
opportunity to reimagine the current solid waste program and position the City-County for a 
new future in solid waste and recycling management.

Submissions are due no later than September 9, 2022, 12:00 PM, Noon EDT. The RFI is available 
on the City’s Bid website: www.indy.gov/workflow/find-bid-opportunities

CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS

COMMITMENT TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
STAFF TRAINING AT CHILD ADVOCATES
Circular Indiana is committed to continuing our personal and organizational 

education in anti-racism. As part of that commitment, our Director of Strategic 

Engagement, Cortnee Yarbrough, recently attended Interrupting Racism for 

Children, offered by Child Advocates. This training explored the history 

of institutional racism and was grounded in the lived experience 

of program participants. The training also provided context and 

encouragement to continue our work in environmental justice 

in order to create a better world for the communities we serve.

https://oisc.purdue.edu/pesticide/clean_sweep.html
https://www.indy.gov/workflow/find-bid-opportunities


CIRCULAR INDIANA                  AROUND THE STATE

REPUBLIC SERVICES  5/04/2022 
Circular Indiana staff toured the 
Republic Services material recovery 
facility (MRF) in Indianapolis.

CIRCULARITY SYMPOSIUM  5/06/2022
Allyson Mitchell and Circular Indiana 
Board member Ken Miller presented 
during the Advancing Circularity in 
Indiana Symposium at the Heritage 
Group.

SECOND HELPINGS  5/09/2022
Allyson Mitchell visited Second Helpings 
to discuss partnership opportunities 
and share our new recycling signs to 
help guide their volunteers in proper 
recycling practices.

ARDAGH GLASS PKG TOUR  6/23/2022 
Allyson and Cortnee toured the Ardagh 
glass packaging facility in Dunkirk 
with Alex Winters, Chief Sustainability 
Officer for Ardagh Glass Packaging.

THROUGH 2 EYES TOUR  6/24/2022
Circular Indiana staff took part in a 
Through2Eyes tour of Indiana Avenue 
and learned about how the Black 
community thrived in the area and 
how things have changed over time.

GET ON BOARD, NEWFIELDS  6/28/2022
Cortnee and Board Members Lindsay 
McGuire and Pam Francis spent the 
evening chatting with prospective 
volunteers at Leadership Indianapolis’s 
Get on Board Event.

EARTH CHARTER INDIANA  7/11/2022 
Marla Cherney presented to Earth 
Charter Indiana’s School Garden Liaison 
Initiative. The program trains youth on 
subjects like environmental justice, 
climate science, and civic engagement.

CASCADE TOUR  7/14/2022
Allyson and Cortnee toured Cascade 
Asset Management’s Indianapolis 
facility & learned about the connection 
between the asset disposition process 
and the circular economy.

KAISER ALUMINUM TOUR  7/15/2022
Allyson and Cortnee visited the 
Kaiser Aluminum facility in 
Newburgh, and toured the 
facility to witness aluminum 
recycling in action.
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CIRCULAR INDIANA IN THE NEWS

CHARITABLE ADVISORS PODCAST  6/23/2002 
Allyson Mitchell was a guest on the Non-Profit-News podcast titled 

“More than Recycling: Changing our identity to Circular Indiana”

LISTEN
HERE

FREE ONLINE WEBINAR
6:30 | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31

• Hosted by Carbon Neutral Indiana
“Opportunities in Indiana's Emerging
Climate Economy”

• Every challenge is an opportunity. Titanic
investment is �owing to next generation
companies in clean energy, agriculture,
transportation, and manufacturing. What
opportunities exist for Indiana?

• Circular Indiana’s Allyson Mitchell is
one of 5 featured panelists at the event.
Presentations by panelists to be followed
by small, interactive breakout groups.

• 25 attendees will get a free copy of the
book Carbon Neutral Indiana: A Practical
Guide To Climate Optimism (or refunded
if they've already pre-ordered).

REGISTER HERE
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WEBINARS &
UPCOMING EVENTS

DETAILS
HERENextCycle: A Model for Recycling 

Market Development Webinar
2:00-3:30P EDT

AUGUST 10 | Webinar

DETAILS
HEREResource Recycling Conference

AUGUST 15-17 |  Austin, Texas

DETAILS
HEREOpportunities in Indiana’s 

Emerging Climate Economy (Free)
6:30-7:30P EDT 

AUGUST 31 |  Webinar

DETAILS
HEREIDEM / Central Indiana Waste 

Diversion Pilot Project
11:00A-12:00P EDT

SEPTEMBER 1 |  Webinar

DETAILS
HEREIDEM / Quarterly Recycling Roundtable Discussion

with a focus on recycling education & outreach
2:00-4:00P EDT

SEPTEMBER 27 |  Online

DETAILS
HERENational Zero Waste Conference

8:00A-5:00P PST / 11:00A-8:00P EST

NOV 30 - DEC 1 |  Online

https://www.carbonneutralindiana.org/book?mc_cid=fb7e5bdc14&mc_eid=8b5b37bb52
https://www.carbonneutralindiana.org/book?mc_cid=fb7e5bdc14&mc_eid=8b5b37bb52
https://sites.libsyn.com/409523/more-than-recycling-changing-our-identity-to-circular-indiana
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/885011626741435407
https://www.rrconference.com
https://zwconference.org/
https://www.in.gov/idem/recycle/
https://www.in.gov/idem/recycle/
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There is a lot of opportunity 
in Indiana to rethink our 

relationship with materials, 
improve recycling, and 
strengthen our circular 

economy. Circular Indiana is 
leading the way and we need 
your help to continue making 

progress on our mission. 

Make a donation today.

Connect to a statewide 
community of organizations 
and individuals dedicated to 

eliminating waste and 
creating a more circular 

economy. By joining, 
you are supporting us in 
strengthening Indiana’s 

circular economy.

 Become a member today.

Throughout our Commodities 
Education Effort, you have 
seen the great work of our 

partners and sponsors 
featured. Support our 
education efforts and 

share your organization’s 
role in, or passion for, 
the circular economy, 

Become a sponsor today.

SUPPORT CIRCULAR INDIANA

Email Cortnee Yarbrough (cortnee@circularindiana.org) with any questions.

JOIN SPONSORGIVE

mailto: cortnee@circularindiana.org
https://www.circularindiana.org/_files/ugd/b18d53_00a2e0af281548bc817308a3b61afd2d.pdf
https://indianarecyclingcoalition.app.neoncrm.com/forms/donation
https://indianarecyclingcoalition.app.neoncrm.com/forms/company-membership
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NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS

INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION

Melissa Adams
Spencer D Aichinger
Deborah Albacete
Charlee Alexeev
David B Allison
Karen S Alyea
Kathleen R Aman
Mahasin Ameen
Darin Anderson
Emily K Anderson
Jenny S Androne
Megan Arredondo
Penny Ausmus
Patricia Baehler
Bradly Balmer
Ian D Banks
Timothy Barnett
Maria A Bashmakov
Pamela S Bay
Brian D Beato
Deborah Beehler
Bonnie Bejma
Morgan E Bennett
Neal Bennett
Jessie Biggerman
Kira Blacketor
Audra Boarman
Mary Boggs
Deborah J Bonte
Jamey Bontrager-Singer
Dan Boots
Elizabeth Brandt
Monica Brase
Amy Brattain
Sam Brattain
Kevin M Broad-White
Linda Broadfoot
Marilyn Brothers
Meghan Brothers
Nicholas M Brothers
Gabriel A Brown Fraser
John T Bruce
Bob Bryant
Jennifer Bryant
Melvin C Bullard
Justin M Burnett
David Bye
Michael D Cairns
Kyle Carey
Christine Carlson
Bryan Carstensen
Jake R Carstensen
Tracy Chandler
Marla Cherney
Robert Christian
Chase Christy

Jay Cobb
Matthew J Cohen
Michelle Cohen
Nathan R Compton
Bryan Conn
Thomas J Corda
Oliver Crenshaw
James Crouse
Joshua L Croy
Thyago Cruz
John Dane
Bethany Daugherty
Kelley Davies
Jessica Davis
Michael Davis
Tiffany Day
Brett Dean
Ryan G Decker
Carol Dellinger
Shawn Dellinger
Amber D Detalente
Audrey Detrick
Emily Dickerson
Brian Disborough
Eric Dodge
Heather H Donegan
Jennifer Dorsch
Kyle Dotson
Courtney Dotson-Essett
Kathleen M. Drippe
David Dubow
Ramon Dunkin
Gregory Eaken
Erika Earl
Kelly S Earnst
Ryan Edmundson
Alexander Ervin
Samantha Escobar
David Falls
Colleen Fanning
Craig Flandermeyer
Maegen Fleck
Robert Flores
Bradley Fowler
Lynne Fox
Pamela Francis
Debora Franz
Kary R Franz
Rocky Frederick
Aaron Friedrich
Daniel Fuller
Kristin Fuller
Charlotte Galloway
Jim Gamage
Joshua Garrett
Marilyn Gatin

Kelly Geckler
Bob Gedert
Eric Goldsmith
Charlene Gough
Sean Grady
Patrick Griffith
Heather Grilley
Allison W Gritton
Sarah Haas
Debbie Hackman
Jayson Hall
Carey Hamilton
Derek Hamilton
Morgan Hartman
Jennifer Hartwell
Kenneth Hasty
Laura Hennemann
Holly Herman
Alyssa Hess
Wesley Homoya
Joanna Hoops
Rachael Z Hoover
Riley Horrall
Alexandra Huang
Ryan Hulse
Georgette Jackman
Timothy E Jarzombek
Bradley Johnson
David Johnson
Steven Johnson
Desmond Jones
Edvins Joniskan
David Jose
Gregg Keesling
Eric Kelley
Kandy Kendall
James Korn
Brian Kuss
Anne Laker
Ashley Larson
Joe Latty 
Lars Lawson
Veronica Lei
Wendy Lemasters
Berek Leonard
Andra Liepa
Shelby Lindsey
Jill Lloyd
McKenna Loving
Meagan Maloney
Elizabeth Marshall
Mike Martin
James McCammack
Dustin Mcgrew
Lindsay McGuire
Morgan Mickelson

Amcor Rigid Plastics

Bradley and Montgomery (BaM)

Boone County SWMD

Carton Council of North America

Cascade Asset Management

DAK Americas/Alpek Polyester 

Green Bottom Line, Inc

Hoosier Beverage Association

Jackson County Recycling District

Jewish Fed. of Greater Indianapolis, Inc.

Lake County SWMD

Marshall County SWMD

Quincy Recycle

Randolph County SWMD

RDS Office Furniture

Recycle Hancock County

The Recycling Partnership

Solid Waste District of LaPorte County

Technology Recyclers

University of Notre Dame

Vanderburgh Co. SWMD

Jean P Miller
Kenneth Miller
Allyson P Mitchell
Jessica Moorhead
John Morton
David Mulcahy
Charity Myers
Kelvin T Okamoto
Daniel Overbey
Jae Park
Brock Patterson
Dylan Patterson
Bernie Paul
Magen Peters
Karl Pfeffer
Anne Pumphrey
Charlie Pumphrey
Mollie Pumphrey
Omar L Restrepo
Alicia Reuter
Julie Reyes
Brenda C Rising-Moore
Ivanna Rodriguez
Nathan G Rues
Michael Sanders
Sue M Schaefer
Scott Shafer
Christine Smith
Dean P Smith
Quintin J Smith
Catherine Snyder
Beth South
Rosemary Spalding
Ann M. Stack
Sacha Teague
Quintin Thompson
Kristina Traxler
Erin & Kevin Trisler
Sarah Turner
Erin Urschel
Chris Van Gessel
Jana Vanover
David Vonnegut-Gabovitch
Teresa Walls
Nancy Walter
Cathy Weinmann
Elizabeth Wertz
Maurice Wolfred
Emily Wood 
Laresha L Wood
Jacob Worsham
Dylan J Wright
Cortnee Yarbrough
Edwin Zen




